
 
D6 Certificate in Family Ministry  

 
The D6 Certificate in Family Ministry will present an overview of ministry with families through online teaching 
and learning, written reflection in papers and projects and face-to-face connections through attendance at the 
D6 Conference. The certificate examines church ministry with families, focusing on strengthening family life, 
education in the church, and family nurture in the home. 
 
At Bethel Seminary we talk about being “whole and holy” people. As those who serve others, we are being 
invited to be made whole and holy – spiritually, emotionally, mentally, and even physically. In this certificate, 
you will learn many things about being a better family ministry leader. We will also be inviting you to care for 
yourself and your relationship with God. 
 
The curriculum will include: 

• Reflection on their own spiritual journey and an investment in their relationship with God. 
• Integration of Biblical, theological, and sociological understandings of family life. 
• An understanding of contemporary issues as they relate to the family. 
• An understanding of the family life cycle and its implications for ministry. 
• An exploration of six family ministry models to help determine what model(s) is best for their specific 

ministry setting. 
• An ability to evaluate family ministry in a specific ministry setting. 
• An ability to act as a facilitator of the church as the family of God to those who are orphaned, single, 

widowed, divorced, and separated. 
• Synthesis of learning and a willingness to act as an advocate for ministry with families.  

 
This course will run over nine months through online learning, beginning in January, 2023-September. (We will 
break for the month of July) and will require 125 hours of time. Certificate participants join the Bethel 
Seminary team at the D6 Conference for a Pre-con intensive and all of breakout sessions. Upon successful 
completion of the Family Ministry Certificate, participants will receive academic credit/advanced standing 
worth 3 credits, should they wish to enrol at Bethel Seminary in the Master of Arts in Children’s and Family 
Ministry degree program. 
 
The Certificate fee is $1400, which includes the cost of the conference and all conference General Sessions and 
activities, 10+ hours of live instruction and interaction with Bethel professors, 6 additional breakout 
recordings, and 8 months of online learning and interaction.  
 
Bethel Seminary Team: 
 
Dr. Deb Moncauskas:   I have served my church as the Children and Family Pastor for the past 35 years. Ministry to kids is 
certainly my joy and passion. I earned my Master of Arts degree in Children’s and Family Ministry from Bethel Seminary 
and my D. Min. in Strength-based Congregational Leadership. I have been a professor for 17 years in the Master of Arts in 
Children and Family Ministry Degree program. I am also a certified Strengths Coach through the Faith Division of Gallup 
and I serve at the Cory Center for Children’s Ministry as the Associate Director of U.S. Initiatives. 
 
Dr. Denise Muir Kjesbo: I am the Professor and Program Director for the Master or Arts in Children’s and Family Ministry 
degree at Bethel Seminary for the last 20 years. I have led the program from its inception and have been a key voice in its 
development and ongoing growth and changes. I was chosen one of the “Top 20 Influencers in Children’s Ministry” and 
have been privileged to serve at the national and global level. I have my M.Div. in Family Ministry from Sioux Falls 
Seminary, and my Ph.D. in Education from Trinity International University.  I am the Director of the Cory Center for 
Children’s Ministry. 
 
Please contact Dr. Deb Moncauskas at debra-moncauskas@bethel.edu for further information.  
To register for the certificate: https://www.bethel.edu/seminary/about/cory-center-certificate 
 

 


